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1. Fisheries Management in the Catchment 

To help manage the local fisheries district in a broad and structured manner the Deveron, 
Bogie and Isla Rivers Charitable Trust (DBIRT), in consultation with the River Deveron District 
Salmon Fishery Board (RDevDSFB), Deveron Scientific Advisory Board, Fisheries Management 
Scotland (FMS) and stakeholders, have written a Deveron Fisheries District Management Plan 
(DFDMP). 
 
The DBIRT is a charitable trust approved in September 2001 (SC032131) which works in 
tandem with the RDevDSFB on the management of the Deveron Fisheries District. Deveron 
Bogie and Isla Rivers Trust (DBIT)  
 
The Trust's objectives are: 

¶ To conserve, protect, enhance rehabilitate salmon sea trout and trout and other indigenous species 

of animal, bird, insect and plant life and more generally to promote the ecological cycle on and 

around the Rivers Deveron, Bogie and Isla together with the water courses, banks, riparian lands, 

catchment areas and seaboard (as outlined in the attached map) for the benefit of the inhabitants 

and visitors.  

¶ Advance the education of the public in relation to the conservation and protection of the area by 

conducting and commissioning research into the plant, bird, insect and animal life in the area, and 

to publish and disseminate the results for the public benefit.   

 
The DFDMP will be delivered by the DBIRT on behalf of the RDevDSFB, which is the statutory 

body originated by the Salmon Fisheries Act of the 19th century and has management 

responsibility between Cowhythe Head and the Water of Philorth. River Deveron District 

Salmon Fishery Board (RDevDSFB) 

Salmon fisheries in Scotland are owned either by individuals or by clubs or associations. The 

costs of the local administration, protection and improvement of these fisheries are financed 

by those owners. The District Boards finance their activities by levying a rate, on the owners. 

The owners elect their representatives to the Board at triennial elections. The current 

rateable value of the Deveron is £171,025. The annual budget set by the RDevDSFB is £71,830 

which is funded by an assessment income from the owners of 42p in the pound. This is 

reviewed annually.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://deveron.org/the-trust/
http://deveron.org/the-trust/
http://deveron.org/the-board/
http://deveron.org/the-board/
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1.1. Strategy 

The strategy of this plan is to establish a framework for sustainable management of the 

districts fish stocks and to maintain and enhance the quality, extent and status of its riverine 

habitats. The plan will be delivered by the DBIRT and has the following objectives (See 

Appendix 1 for detailed actions): 

Objective 1: Manage exploitation of fish stocks to maximise the number of salmon, sea 

trout and brown trout reaching their spawning grounds. 

Objective 2: Manage predation at natural levels within the River Deveron District to 

minimise the losses of juveniles, in particular smolts, and maximise the 

number of adult salmon, sea trout and brown trout reaching their 

spawning grounds. 

Objective 3:   Ensure that fish populations within the Deveron are as healthy and free of 

disease as possible. 

Objective 4: Maintain the genetic integrity of the Deveron fish populations and sub 

populations. 

Objective 5:  Monitor, control and where possible eradicate Invasive Non-native Species 

(INNS) that threaten the biodiversity and ecological functionality of the 

River Deveron and its riparian zone. 

Objective 6: Ensure the water quality of the River Deveron and sub catchments is the 

best possible for fish populations and the wider ecology. 

Objective 7: Ensure there is enough water in the river to maintain its ecological 

function, the fishery and in particular to maximise the spawning potential 

of wild fish and the subsequent survival of their offspring. 

Objective 8: Make the catchment resilient to climatic warming to maintain, where 

possible, water temperatures that are optimal for fish populations. 

Objective 9: Protect and restore natural in-stream habitat diversity to maintain 

ecological diversity and maximise wild fish production. 

Objective 10: Restore and maintain natural riparian vegetation to improve ecological 

diversity, provide bank side cover for fish and provide a barrier to 

agricultural land use and contaminated run-off. 

Objective 11: Remove or make passable all remaining man-made obstacles to fish 

passage. 

Objective 12: Protect, and promote the restoration,  where possible, of the inshore 

marine habitat for salmon and sea trout. 

Objective 13: Conduct routine annual surveys to monitor fish populations, invertebrate 

populations, water and habitat quality. 
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Objective 14: Advance the education of the public in relation to the conservation and 

protection of the area by conducting and commissioning research into the 

plant, bird, insect and animal life in the area, and help to publish and 

disseminate the results for the public benefit. 

Objective 15: Promote the River Deveron as a rod and line fishery and inspire the next 

generation of anglers. 

  

 

1.2. Plan duration 

The DFDMP is for the period 2020-2023 and sets out a range of priority objectives to 

complete. As data are gathered and objectives are achieved the plan will be updated bi-

annually. The DFDMP is designed to link together with other existing management plans such 

as the River Basin Management Plan (SEPA) and the North East Scotland Local Biodiversity 

Action Plan. The DFDMP will sit alongside and be used in conjunction with the web-based 

salmon pressures tool that has been developed by MSS and FMS. This tool uses 10 interactive 

online story maps to describe and map the pressures on Atlantic salmon in Scotland on both 

a national and catchment scale.  

This plan was developed in consultation with: 
 
River Deveron District Salmon Fishery Board (RDevDSFB) 
Fisheries Management Scotland (FMS) 
Deveron Scientific Advisory Board (DAB) 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
Marine Scotland Science (MSS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://deveron.org/the-board/
http://fms.scot/
http://deveron.org/the-trust/scientific-advisory-board/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/climate-change/the-effects-of-climate-change/
https://www.nature.scot/
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/science
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2. Catchment and population description 

The river Deveron is a celebrated salmon, sea trout and brown trout fishery and is one of the 

top salmon fisheries in Scotland. The Deveron is situated in North East Scotland within the 

counties of Aberdeenshire and Banffshire and has an overall catchment area of 1266 km² (489 

miles2) and a length of 96 kms (60miles). The Deveron fisheries district (1496 km² / 578 miles2) 

comprises of the river Deveron and its tributaries and all other watercourses which discharge 

into the Moray Firth on Aberdeenshire's north coast, between Cowhythe Head and the Water 

of Philorth. The fisheries district contains four coastal river systems are namely, namely the 

Boyndie Burn, the Water of Philorth, Burn of Boyne and the Tore Burn (Map 1).  

The Deveron rises on the edge of the Grampian Mountains (600m (1968 ft) above sea level) 

(Map 2) in the heather moorland of the Cabrach. The Upper Deveron flows from the source 

to the confluence with the river Isla and is characterised as a narrow, fast-flowing river 

through a steep sided valley. The Upper Deveron has two significant tributaries, the 

Blackwater, which meets the Allt Deveron in the Cabrach and the River Bogie, which joins just 

downstream of Huntly. The middle Deveron flows from the confluence with the river Isla 

(Rothiemay) to the confluence of the Turriff water (Turriff), where the land use is mixed 

farming with arable and stock (Map 3). The Lower Deveron flows from the Turriff water 

confluence to the estuary at Banff, where it discharges into the Moray Firth. The land use 

within this area is predominantly arable. The two main Deveron tributaries are the River Bogie 

which joins at Huntly and the River Isla which joins just prior to Milltown of Rothiemay.  

The River Bogie rises on the eastern edge of the Cabrach moorland and flows through 
predominately arable and grazing land. Many of its tributaries are relatively small in size with 
the exception of those such as the Kirkney water and Ness Bogie which rise within the heavily 
afforested area known as the Clashindarroch. 
 
The River Isla rises at Drummuir and flows north through Keith where the Distilleries extract 
water for cooling processes. The StrathIsla includes tributaries which flow over a multitude of 
land types including heather moorland, arable and grazing land. 
 
The Deveron contains 8 small lochs, the most significant of these being Loch Park (Drummuir), 
in the Isla catchment.  
 
The Burn of Boyne rises at Badenyouchers, itself backing on to the Isla catchment at Edingight.  
It flows for 10 km (6.2 miles) via Canterbury Bridge at Muir of Canerbury through Milton of 
Tillynaught and Lintmill Bridge before discharging into Boyne Bay, adjacent to Cowhythe 
Head, at the wŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w5ŜǾ5{C.Ωǎ purview.  
The Tore burn, also known as the Tore of Troup, rises in the Moss at Glasslaw and discharges 
some 6 km (3.7 miles) later into Cullykhan Bay.   
The Water of Philorth rises on the northern slopes of Waughton Hill to the south of 
Fraserburgh. It flows northeast for 12km (7.5 miles), receiving the Water of Tyrie, and enters 
the Moray Firth at the eastern end of Fraserburgh Bay.   
The Boyndie Burn rises at Cairns of Ord and flows north east for 7km (4.4 miles) via 
Inverboyndie and enters the Moray Firth at Boyndie bay.
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Map 1. Deveron Catchment and sub catchments 
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Map 2. Deveron Catchment Altitude 
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Map 3. Land Cover in the Deveron Catchment 
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Map 4. Deveron Catchment Geology 
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Map 5. Deveron Catchment Designated Protected Areas 
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2.1. Commercial salmonid fisheries 

Deveron and Moray Firth fish stocks were targeted by commercial fisheries for many 

hundreds of years. The Moray Firth regionΩs commercial net fisheries gradually declined from 

1851 to 1987 (Shearer 1986).  In more recent years, from 1952 ς 2002, the reported Moray 

Firth net & coble catch declined from 48,301 to 874 whilst the fixed engine catch declined 

from 62,714 to 72.  There was a 90% decline in net fishing effort over the same time period 

that has been associated with a decline in numbers of salmon returning to the coast.  There 

was also a short-lived drift net fishery in the Moray Firth and elsewhere off the Scottish coast, 

which was banned in 1962 to conserve salmon. A pelagic long-line fishery also was banned 

because of its by-catch of immature fish and kelts. 

The inland net fisheries began to be replaced by the more profitable rod & line fisheries from 

1800 onwards, leading to the restriction of fixed engines (netting operations), first to the 

estuaries and then to the coast. The removal of the cruives (fish traps) from the Deveron was 

accomplished in February 1898 (Grimble, 1899). The cruives were situated approximately two 

miles from the river estuary within the fishing beat named the Wrack. The remaining 

commercial fixed engine netting rights in Banff bay and within the Deveron were then 

purchased and ceased by proprietors in 1906. However, due to unforeseen circumstances the 

coastal fixed engine netting rights were resurrected and exercised again.  

In 1991 three of the remaining active netting stations were purchased by the Atlantic Salmon 

Conservation Trust (Scotland) and the RDevDSFB and were closed indefinitely to conserve 

salmon stocks. Two stations were also leased by the RDevDSFB from 1991 to 2011 and not 

operated. In 2012 the two stations were purchased and reopened and operated for 3 years 

as a commercial operation (Graph 1a) until the Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations 

2016 came into force, which prohibited the retention of salmon in coastal waters (section 

3.1). The total declared fixed engine catches from 1952 to 2015 are shown below in Graph 1a.  

Graph 1a   Total fixed engine catches for Deveron coast 1952-2015 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/115/pdfs/ssi_20160115_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/115/pdfs/ssi_20160115_en.pdf





















































































