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1. Fisheries Management in the Catchment

To help manage the local fisheries district in a bread structured mannethe Deveron

Bogie and Isla Rive@haritableTrust (DBRT), in consultation with the River Deveron District
Salmon Fishery Board (RDevDSFB), Deveron Scientific Advisory Board, Fisheries Management
Scotland (FMS) and stakeholddrave written a Deveron Fisheries it Management Plan
(DFDMP).

The DBIRTs a charitable trust appr@d in September 2001SM32131) which works in
tandem with the RDevDSFB on the management of the Deveron Fisheries Distrieton
Bogie an Isla Rivers Trust (DBIT)

The Trust's objectives are:

1 Toconserve, protect, enhance rehabilitate salmon sea trout and trout and other indigenous species
of animal, bird, insect and plant life and more generally to promote the ecological cycle on and
around the Rivers Deveron, Bogie and Isla together with the water courses, banks, riparian lands,
catchment areas and seaboard (as outlined in the attached map) for the benefit of the inhabitants
and visitors.

1 Advance the education of the public in relatiorthe conservation and protection of the area by
conducting and commissioning research into the plant, bird, insect and animal life in the area, and
to publish and disseminate the results for the public benefit.

TheDFDMP will be delivered by the DBI& behalf of thd&RkDevDSEBvhich is thestatutory

body originated by the Salmon Fisheries Act of the 19th century and has management
responsibility betwea CowhytheHeadand the Water of PhilorthRiver Devern District
Salmon Fishery Board (RDevDSFB)

Salmon fisheries in Scotland are owned either by individuals or by clubs or associations. The
costs of the local administration, protection and improvement of these fisheries are financed
by those owners. The igt Boards finance their activities by levying a rate, on the owners.
The owners elect their representatives to the Boardtaénnial elections. The current
rateable value of the Deveronf471,025 The annual buddeset by the RDevDSFE&L,830

which is fundedby an assessment inconfeom the ownersof 42p in the poundThis is
reviewed annually.


http://deveron.org/the-trust/
http://deveron.org/the-trust/
http://deveron.org/the-board/
http://deveron.org/the-board/

1.1. Strategy

The strategy of this plan is to establish a framework for sustainable gement of the
districtsfish stocksand to maintainand enhancehe quality extent and statusf its riverine
habitats. The planwill be delivered by the DBIRT anhds the followingobjectives(See
Appendixl for detailed actions)

Objective 1:

Manage exploitation of fish stocks to maximise the number of salmon
trout and brown trout reaching their spawning grounds.

Objective 2:

Manage predatiorat natural levelswithin the River Deveron District to
minimise the losses of juveniles, in particular smolts, and maximise th
number of adult salmon, sea trout and browout reaching their
spawning grounds.

Objective 3:

Ensure that fish populations within the Deveron are as healthy and fre
disease as possible.

Objective 4.

Maintain the genetic integrity of the Deveron fish populations and sub
populations.

Objecive 5:

Monitor, control and where possible eradicate Invasive-Native Specie
(INNS) that threaten the biodiversity and ecological functionality of the
River Deveron and its riparian zone.

Objective 6:

Ensure the water quality of the River Deveron smld catchments is the
best possible for fish populations and the wider ecology.

Objective 7

Ensure there is enough water in the river to mainttsrecological
function,the fishery and in particulaio maximise the spawning potentia
of wild fish andhe subsequent survival of their offspring.

Objective 8

Make the catchment resilient to climaticarmingto maintain, where
possible, water temperatures that are optimal for fish populations.

Objective 9:

Protect and restore natural istream habitat dversity to maintain
ecological diversity and maximise wild fish production.

Objective 10:

Restore and maintain natural riparian vegetationitaproveecological
diversity, provide bank side cover for fish and provide a barrier to
agricultural land use andontaminated ruroff.

Objective 11:

Removeor make passablell remainingman-madeobstacles to fish
passage.

Objective 12:

Protect,and promote the restorationwhere possiblegf the inshore
marine habitatfor salmon and sea trout

Objective 13:

Corduct routine annual surveys to monitor fish populations, invertebra
populations, water and habitat quality.




Objective 14:| Advance the education of the public in relation to the conservation an
protection of the area by conducting and commissioningaeseinto the
plant, bird, insect and animal life in the area, aralpto publish and
disseminate the results for the public benefit.

Objective 15:| Promote the River Deveron asaal and linefishery and inspire the next
generation of anglers.

1.2.Plan duration

The DFDMP is for the period 202023 and sets out a range of priority @@rtives to
complete. As data argathered and objectives are achieved the plan will be updated bi
annually. The DFDMP is designed to link together with other existing mamag@hans such
as the River Basin Management Plan (SEPA) and the North East Scotah8iodiversity
Action PlanThe DFDMP will sit alongside and be used in conjunction witlwitebased
salmon pressures tool that has been developed8S and FM3his tool uses 10 interactive
online story maps taescribe and map thpressures on Atlanticamon in Scotland on bbt

a national and catchment scale

This plan was developed in consultation with:

River Devern District Salmon Fishery BoaRlevDSHB
Fisheries Management Scotland (FMS)

Deveron Scientific Advisory BogiidAB)

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)

Marine Scaand Science (MSS)



http://deveron.org/the-board/
http://fms.scot/
http://deveron.org/the-trust/scientific-advisory-board/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/climate-change/the-effects-of-climate-change/
https://www.nature.scot/
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/science

2. Catchment and population description

The river Deverors a celebratedalmon,sea trout and brown trout fishery and one of the
top salmon fisheries iscotland. The Deveron is situated in North East Scotland vihikin
counties of Aberdeenshire ar@anffshireand has an overall catchment area of 1266 k#&9
miles’) and a length of 96ms(60miles) The Deveron fisheries distrigt496km?2/ 578 miles)
comprisef the river Deveron and its tributaries and all otheatercourses which discharge
into the Moray Firth on Aberdeenshire's north coast, betweewlythe Headand the Water
of Philorth The fisheries distriatontainsfour coastal river systems are hamghamelythe
Boyndie Burnthe Water of Philorth, Burof Boyne and the Tore Bu(ivap 1)

The Deveron rises on the edgéthe Grampian Mountains (60001968 ft)above sea level)
(Map 2)in the heathe moorland of the Cabrach. Thepper Deveron flow$rom the source

to the confluence with the river Island is characterised as a narrow, fabwing river
through a steep sided valleyThe Upper Deveron hatsvo significant tributaries,the
Blackwater which meets the Allt Deveron in the Cabrach and the River Bogie, which joins just
downstream of Huntly The niddle Deveron flowdrom the confluence with the river Isla
(Rothiemay) to the confluence of the Turriff wat€Turriff), where the land usas mixed
farming with arable and stockMap 3. The Lower Deveron flowlsom the Turriff water
confluenceto the eguary at Banff where it discharges into the Moray Firth. The land use
within this area ipredominantly arable. The two mia Deveron tributaries are theiver Bogie
which joins at Huntly and theiver Islawhich joins just prior to Milltown of Rothiemay.

The River Bogie rises on the eastern edge of the Cabrach moorland and flows through
predominately arable and grazing land. Many of its tributaries are relatively small in size with
the exception of thossuch as the Kirkney water and Nesg@ which risavithin the heavily
afforested aea known as the Clashindarroch.

The River Isla rises at Drummuir and flows nortlotigh Keith where the Distilleriesxtract
water for cooling processe3heStrathisla includesributaries which flow over a multitude of
land types including heather mdand, arable and grazing land.

The Deveronantains 8 small lochshe most significant of these being Loch P@kummuir)
in the Isla catchment.

TheBurn of Boyne rises at Badenyouchers, itself backing on to thealglament at Edingight.

It flows for 10km (6.2 miles)yia Canterbury Bridge at Muir of Canerbury through Milton of
Tillynaught and Lintmill Bridge before discharging into Boyne Bay, adjacedovdythe
HeadatthewS a i SNy SEGNBYA (prviewF GKS w5S8S@05{ C. Qa
TheTore burn, also known as the Tore of Troup, rises in the Moss at Glasslaw and discharges
some 6 km(3.7 miles)ater into Cullykhan Bay.

The Water of Philorth rises on the northern slopes of Waughton Hill to the south of
Fraserburgh. It flowsortheast for 12knm(7.5 miles) receiving the Water of Tyrie, and enters
the Moray Firth at the estern end of Fraserburgh Bay.

The Boyndie Burn rises at Cairns of @l flows north east for 7km(4.4 miles)via
Inverboyndie and enters the Moray Firdh Boyndie bay.



Map 1. Deveron Catchment and sub catchments
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Map 2. Deveron Catchment Altitude
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Map 3. Land Cover in the Deveron Catchment

At

20 Kilometers

| Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database right 2019

Deveron Land Cover

B Coastal habitats

J Constructed, industrial and other artificial habitats

E Grasslands and lands dominated by forbs, masses or lichens
X Habitat complexes

F Heathland, scrub and tundra

C Inland surface waters

H Inland urvegetated or sparsely vegetated habitats

A Marine habitats

D Mires, bogs and fens

K Montane habitats

| Regulary or recently cultivated agricuttural, horicuttural and domestic habitats
G Woodland, forest and other wooded land

Catchments:© SEPA. Some features of this information are based on digital spatial data licensed from the Centre for
Ecology and Hydrology © NERC (CEH).

Rivers: © Crown copyright and database rights [2016] Ordnance Survey [100024655]. Use of this data is subject to terms
and conditions.

Land cover: Contains SNH information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0

N

11



Map 4. Deveron Catchment Geology
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Map 5. Deveron Catchment Designated Protected Areas

= II’ICIQ;%

Buckie
Elgin

Ellon
Oldmeldrum

51 20 Kilometers N Inverurie
L 1 181 1 1 ] |

|
L

Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database right 2019

Deveron Protected Areas
D Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

I:I Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) Catchments:© SEPA. Some features of this information are based on digital spatial data licensed from the Centre for
: Special Protection Areas (SPA) Ecology and Hydrology © NERC (CEH).

Rivers: © Crown copyright and database rights [2016] Ordnance Survey [100024655]. Use of this data is subject to terms
and conditions.
Protected Areas: Contains SNH information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0

I:I Geological Conservation Review sites (GCR)

13



2.1. Commercial salmonid fiseries

Deveron and Moray Firth fish stockgere targeted by commercial fisheries for many
hundreds of years. The Moray Firth reg@®oommercial net fisheries gradually declirfexin

1851 to 1987 (Shearer 1986In more recent yeay$rom 1952¢ 2002, the reported Moray

Firth net & coble catch declined from 48,301 to 874 whilst the fixed engine catch declined
from 62,714 to 72.There wasa 90% decline inet fishing effort over the same time period
that has beemassociated witha decline imumbers of sahon returning to the coastThere

was also a shottived driftnet fishery in the Moray Firth and elsewhere off the Scottish coast,
which was banned in 196® conserve salmonApelagic longine fisheryalsowas banned
because of its bgatch of immatue fish and kelts.

The inlandhet fisheries began to be replaced by the more profitable rod & isteefies from
1800 onwards)eading to the restriction of fixed engindsetting operationg, first to the
estuaries and then to the coast. The removal @& tuivedfish traps)rom the Devero was
accomplished in Februa®y898(Grimble, 1899) The cruives were situateapproximately two
miles from the river estuary within the fishing beat named the Wratke remaining
commercialfixed enginenetting rights in Banff bay and within the Deveron werthen
purchased and ceased by proprietors in 1986wever, die to unforeseen circumstances the
coastal fixed engine netting rights were resurrected and exercised .again

In 1991 threeof the remainingactive nettngstationswere purchasedoy the Atlantic Salmon
Conservation Trust (Scotlandndthe RDevDSF&nd were closedindefinitely to conserve
salmon stocksTwo stations were alsteased by the RDevDSKFBm 1991to 2011and not
operated In 2012the two statonswere purchased and reopenethd operatedfor 3 years

as a commercial operation (Graph iafil the Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Reqgulations
2016 came into forcewhich prohibited the retention of salmon in coastahters (section
3.1).The total declared fixed engine catches from 1952@&5are shown below in Graph la.

Graph 1a Total fixed engine catches for Deveron coast 12625
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/115/pdfs/ssi_20160115_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2016/115/pdfs/ssi_20160115_en.pdf































































































































